
































RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

Writer’s House Renovation

PROJECT DETAILS

CLIENT

Rutgers University

c/o SMP Architects

Jane Rath, AIA, Principal
1600 Walnut Street, 2nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
jsr@smparchitects.com
215-985-4410

CONSTRUCTION
$2,400,000

PROJECT START
2015

PROJECT COMPLETION
2016

HIGHLIGHTS

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Engineering for Historic Building
Renovation

Highly Accelerated Project
Schedule

Achieved Significant Cost Savings

This project was performed by
Burris Engineers, Inc., which is
now a part of Arora Engineers, Inc.

This project consisted of the
comprehensive renovation of
the historic 1885 Henry Genet
Taylor House designed by noted
Philadelphia architect Wilson
Eyre, Jr. in downtown Camden,
NJ. The building has a floor area
of 6,400 SF and is a prominent
component of the Cooper Street
Historic District and is also listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places.

SCOPE OF WORK INCLUDED:

Burris Engineers, Inc. (BEI) was not the original MEP consultant engaged for this
project. Another firm was initially engaged by lead architectural firm to create

the original bid documents. Although the bids came in substantially above the
University’s construction budget, the contract was awarded due to time constraints
with the hope that the University would be able to reallocate the additional funds
required. That proved not to be possible and a substantial value engineering effort
would be required to bring the awarded project under budget.

The original MEP engineering firm declined to participate in any value engineering
efforts or prepare the necessary documentation. After months of fruitless discussion
between the original MEP firm, lead architect, and Rutgers University, the University
determined that with the project well into construction and the final completion
deadline rapidly approaching, drastic action was required. BEI was tapped to
replace the original MEP firm.

Working closely with the University Facilities Department, BEI completely
redesigned the MEP systems in under two months to maximize the cost savings
while adhering to the University’s design standards. The resulting MEP design

was a complete revision of that prepared by the original firm with BEI taking

full responsibility for the design and providing signed and sealed drawings and
specifications for the building permit. BEI's efforts resulted in a cost savings of
$209,843 in mechanical / electrical / plumbing system and architectural / structural
/ civil engineering cost reductions.
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PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT
OF GENERAL SERVICES

Wastewater Treatment

Plant Upgrades

Cheyney University,
Cheyney, PA

<< Arora’s mechanical and plumbing scope included:
+ Exhaust and ventilation systems for the process and tank buildings.

+ Providing a hot water heating system for hot and cold running water in the
lab area and toilet room as well as sanitary requirements.

+ Supplemental piping system for the process building equipment.

+ Gas calculations for increasing the gas service to this project.
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